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The legislation of Edward I was in some respects a consolida-
tion of the principles which had been brought into organized
working by Henry II. The Statute of Winchester bears this
relation to the Assize of Arms ; the Statute of Mortmain to the
Constitutions of Clarendon ; the distraint of knighthood to the
system of scutage; the statute Quia Emptores to the antif eudal
measures, and the arrangements of the courts of law to the
numerous judicial devices, of the first Angevin king. Most of
these were indeed rooted in a far more distant past; but Henry
nursed them into life after a long winter of tyranny, and
Edward pruned and trained them after the neglected luxuriance
of a premature summer.

Up to the reign of Edward I every document belonging to
every branch of administration has a constitutional value.
After this reign much that has had historical interest becomes
merely archaeological. This is owing in part to the permanence
of the type defined under this king, and in part to the perma-
nent distribution of the system which he and his advisers
arranged in the different departments of work : the definition
of each part, and the definition of each function, of the machine
of state. For instance, the ordinary courts of law, the practice
of trial by jury, the organization of national defence and police,
cease to have the direct bearing on constitutional history which
they have had : and the name of ' constitutional' becomes
restricted to the parliamentary history and to the departments
of state which exist in close dependence upon or in temporary
rivalry with it. In the political history the result of the same
process is to produce local and personal partisanships rather
than political parties. The struggles of the succeeding century
are not about the framework of the constitution, but about the
management of it: the vessel is complete, but the helm is
contested by Royalists and Lancastrians ; by men of the south
and men of the north ; supporters of the court and prerogative,
and supporters of the old liberties, the natural opposition.